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Bernard Langlais:
Live and Let Live ON

During Bernard Langlais’s lifetime, his ninety-acre farm in coastal 
Maine comprised dozens of monumental wood sculptures, a 
spirited cadre of livestock, an orchard, ponds, barns, and a small 
farmhouse. After the artist’s untimely death in 1977, the harsh 
climate of the locale took its toll, often bringing Langlais’s interest 
in weather as a tool to a destructive conclusion. The resources 
and practical realities of those who became responsible for his 
environment also contributed to its transformation over the last 
four decades. 

Bernard Langlais: Live and Let Live ON considers key figures and 
moments in the evolution of this art environment—the challenges 
faced, the actions taken, and the questions that linger about its 
preservation. The most notable of these figures was the artist’s 
widow, Helen Friend Langlais, whose stewardship of her husband’s 
art was a remarkable coda to Langlais’s own prolific career. 

Providing a rare glimpse into the life of an environment-builder’s 
spouse, the following article appeared in the Maine Sunday 
Telegram in 1974, three years before Bernard’s death. The article 
evokes the couple’s unique domestic environment and their 
mutual admiration. In the same art-filled living room described 
by the author, Helen went on to conduct estate business and 
cultivate relationships with journalists and curators for more than 
thirty years after Bernard’s death. In 1978 she told a friend, “I am 
going to make it my business to keep his legacy alive.” Upon her 
own death in 2010, Helen bequeathed her house, land, and all the 
remaining art in her estate to the Colby College Museum of Art, 
thus setting in motion the next chapter in this stewardship story. 

Bernard Langlais: Live and Let Live ON was curated by Hannah W. 
Blunt, with support from the generous JMKAC curatorial team. 

The exhibition is a companion to the first posthumous survey 
exhibition of Bernard Langlais’s art outside of Maine, Bernard 
Langlais: Live and Let Live, on view at the Arts Center from April 4 
through October 3, 2021. 

This exhibition is supported by the Kohler Trust for Arts and 
Education, the Frederic Cornell Kohler Charitable Trust, Kohler 
Foundation, Inc., the Herzfeld Foundation, and the Wisconsin Arts 
Board with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Cover: Helen Langlais with Five Bears, 1983; color photograph; 12.5 x 9 cm. Bernard Langlais papers, 
1950–2010. Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution.

Interior: Priscilla Adams, “Life of Artist’s Wife Filled with Surprises,” Maine Sunday Telegram, April 4, 
1974, Bernard Langlais papers, 1950–2010. Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution.



©2021 John Michael Kohler Arts Center   2021.23.223




