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Composting is, in broadest 
terms, the biological reduction of
organic wastes to humus. Whenever a plant 
or animal dies, its remains are attacked by soil microorganisms and 
larger soil fauna and are eventually reduced to an earthlike substance 
that forms a beneficial growing environment for plant roots. 

This process, repeated continuously in endless  profusion and in every 
part of  the world where plants grow, is part of  the ever-recurring natural 
process that supports all terrestrial life. The entire composting process is 
difficult to contemplate in its full dimensions. Let’s just say that compost 
and composting are, like water and air, essential of  life. 


