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The word “kin” usually refers to the people who are your relatives. However, the nine artists 
in Sharing the Same Breath expand the idea of kin to include our connection with all people, 
animals, and nature. 
 
The exhibition was inspired by a botanist who writes about kinship. She believes kinship 
happens when people understand that we all share a common future. Instead of just thinking 
about the people you are related to or the things you feel a connection with, you can actively 
demonstrate kinship by showing care and respect for all living things.  
 
Explore the gallery and observe the different people, animals, and places the artists use to 
share ideas of kinship and connection. What did you find? 
 
 

Discuss together or write in a journal or sketchbook:  
What are the people, animals, or places that are important to you? How are you connected?  

Words to Know
Botanist: a scientist who studies plants

Kinship: the relationship and connection you have with someone (or something)
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Lindsey french, Phytovision - old growth; video still; dimensions variable.  
Courtesy of the artist.
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Two artists in the exhibition focus on the relationship between humans and dogs. 
This is a connection that began thousands of years ago, when people and wolves 
first interacted with one another.  

Think about an animal that is important to you. What artwork would you create to 
show your kinship with the animal? 

Draw ideas below or write a plan for creating the artwork. What materials would you 
need? Where would you put it?

Emilie L. Gossiaux, Self Portrait with London, 2019. Courtesy of the artist.  
Photo: Kanthy Peng.


